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of March, 1896, when the Italian army was completely
defeated at Adowa.

Lord Bufferings task meanwhile was to prevent what
he foresaw would be an increasing Italian entangle-
ment in East Africa from developing into any serious
Anglo-Italian conflict. Having (for the moment) pre-
vented the Italians from seizing Kassala he realised
that, with the extension of Italian ambitions towards
Abyssinia itself, some more comprehensive and precise
agreement would be necessary. He found Signor
Crispi, anxious though he was to secure British
friendship and support against France, even more avid
for colonial territory in East Africa. The negotiations
were therefore much prolonged, and it was not until
March, 1891, after Crispi had been succeeded by
Giolitti, that Lord Dufferin was able to sign with the
Marchese di Rudini a protocol under which the
British and Italian spheres of influence in East Africa
were satisfactorily defined. This protocol (which came
into renewed prominence during the Anglo-Italian
crisis of 1935) was the main diplomatic achievement
of his Roman mission.

(3)

Lord Dufferin's retirement to the little house by the
Porta Pia did not mean that he had ceased to be an
eminent figure in his own country. In May of 1889
he returned to England upon six months leave of
absence and on the 29th of that month he was
accorded the freedom of the city of London. He
was suffering from gastric fever at the time and the
subsequent banquet at the Mansion House was a
trying ordeal. In his speech on that occasion he paid